
 
 
 

Top 8 Injury-Related Hospital Discharges 
1991-2002 Rhode Island (All Races, Both Sexes) 

 
Cause Injury 

 
# of 
Hospital 
Discharges

 
Percent 

  

Falls 41,171 
MVTraffic/Transport 14,065 
Self-inflicted 8,477 
Assault 3,713 
Struck by/Against 2,920 
Poisoning 2,860 
Cut/Pierce 2,165 
Overexertion 2,111 
Unspec/Undet/Other 14,069 
  
(Total Injury Hospitalizations = 100,515) 
 
Source: Hospital Discharge Database Office of Health Statistics Rhode Island Department of Health; and 

Economic and Insurance Resource Center Children’s Safety Network 
 

• Every year, more than 8,000 Rhode Islanders are hospitalized because of an injury. 
 
• Falls are the leading cause of injury hospitalizations in Rhode Island.  More than half of 

those falls are among ages 65+. 
 
• For young Rhode Islanders 16-44, motor vehicle traffic/ transport is the leading cause of 

injury hospitalization. 
 

• Suicide attempts are a significant cause of injury hospitalizations for Rhode Islanders 
throughout the lifespan.  Youth, adult and elderly populations are vulnerable. 

 
• It is estimated that one percent (1%) of Rhode Island women between the ages of 18 and 

62 has been a recent victim of intimate partner violence (including domestic violence and 
sexual assault) at least once between 1996-1998. (Source: Violence Against Women 
Public Health Surveillance System based on police incident reports) 

 
• Fire/Burn is the 9th leading cause of injury hospitalizations in Rhode Island (1,563 or 1%) 

 
 
 
Contact:  Beatriz Perez, Manager, Safe RI  (401) 222-7627, beatrizp@doh.state.ri.us 
Date Revised:  October 15, 2003 
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